[Ovarian cancer and the surgeon's knife. Early cancer of the ovary].
The surgical aspect of ovarian cancer, based on the author's personal experience upon several hundreds patients and on the literature data, has been reviewed. Primary laparotomy is the cornerstone of the management of early stage ovarian cancer. This should include removal of the tumour and staging laparotomy. Better understanding of the tumour biological behavior is important to make a firm decision on conservative surgery in young patients with unilateral tumour who desire preservation of fertility. Rutin second-look laparotomy does not seem to be indicated in early stage disease.